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3. Lists of Jews who lived in Peki'in and
Shefaram appear in two articles on the Jewish
population of these localities written by Ttzhak
Ben-ivi, Colfented Wonks of Ifzhak Bem-Iui, vol.
2 (Tel Aviv 1936), pp. 13-108.

For a discussion of the three cemsuses taken
at Hebron in 1855, 1866, and 1875, see Oded Avis-
sar (ed.), Sefer Hewnon (Jerusalem 1970), pp. 77-
82.%

The official Ottoman censuses appear to have
become institutionalized beginning with the 1870s
and were taken at irregular intervals until the
end of Ottoman rule in Erets-Isracl in 1918. The
extant records of these - in the form of over 400
large-size "Nefus" registers - are st the I.S.A.
in Jerusalem, and microfilm copies have been or-
dered by the Genealogical Society of Utah [Mormon
Genealogical Library]. Another Nefus register,
compiled in 1908 and listing members of the Yem-
enite Jewish community, is at the archives of the
Council of the Yemenite Community in Jevusalem.?

For details on the Nefus registers (which
also contain partial listings of births, deaths,
marriages, divorces, men of conscription age, and
changes of address), see P.A. Alsberg, "The Israel
State Archives as a Source for the History of
Palestine During the Peried of Ottoman Rule"*,
in Moshe Maoz (ed.), Studies on Palestine Duting
the Ottoman Period® (Jerusalem 1975), pp. 533-544;
Adar Arnon, "Population Censuses in Jerusalem in
the Later Ottoman Peried,” Cathedna, me. 6, Dec.
1877, pp. 95-107; and the unpublished catalogs at
the 1.5.A. compiled by Yitzhak Schreiber and Adar
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The second and last countrywide census and divorce cortificates in sets of four te rabbis ly recent origin, having grown up alongside the

taken by the Government of Palestine in 193114
The records of this census were destroyed shortly
after its completion.l5

9. Census of the Jews of Haifa conducted
in 1938 by the local Council of the Hebrew Com-
munity. 16

10. Census of the Jews of Tel Aviv conducted
in 1938 by the local Council of the Hebrew Con-

11. Census of the Jews of Jerusalem carried
out in 1939 by the Staristical Department of the
Jewish Agency.l®

12. Census of the Jews of Safed and Tiberias
carried out in 1942 bY the Statistical Department
of the Jewish Agency.19

11. Registration of Births

During the later Ottoman period, births were
registered at regional Nefus offices and the sur-
viving Ottoman birth registers are part of the
collection of Nefus registers at the I.5.A.

In May 1918, the British military administra-
tion issued Public Health Ordinance No. 1 which
prescribed the compulsory notification of births
to the Public Health Office and ordered that a
register of births be kept at that Office. In
1924 birth certificates were introduced by the
Department of Health and around the same time
arrangements were made for the Tegistration of
births which had occurred prior to 1918. Birth

wanistars Frem tha Mandate nawind ave ar neacant

and rabbinical courts. After being filled out by
the Tegistering rabbi or court, two copies of a
set were given to the couple (or the ex-couple),
one was sent to the District Commissioner, and
one was Tetained by the registering authority.

Frequently, however, problems arose regard-
ing the legal competency of certain rabbis or
rabbinical courts. Thus, the privilege enjoyed
by rabbinical courts affiliated with the Agudat
Istacl organization to preside over divorce cases
was revoked by the government in the later 1930s,
although rabbis of that organization were
mitted to perform marriages throughout the Man-
date period. There were also cases of rabbis who
performed marrisges and rabbinical courts which
arranged divorees without she suthorization of
the District Commissioner.ZZ

The location of copies of marriage and di-
vorce certificates today is roughly as follows:
the bulk is held by local Religious Coumeils
around the country, another portion is held by
the Ministry of Religious Affairs in Jerusalem,
and a third portion = certificates from Tel Aviv
and the surrounding area dating from the 1920s,
'30s, and '40s - is at the [.5.A. in boxes
M/1492-M/1501.

Related records in the form of files - deal-
ing mainly with divorce cases and *halitzah' (re-
lease from the obligation of levirate marriage) -
were created in the rabbinical courts and many of
these have already been transferred to the 1.5.A.
The records of the rabbinical courts of Tel Aviv-
Tadlfa om gt Sl e
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host of new scttlements which were established by
successive waves of Zionist immigration. The
Nes-Ziyyonah cemetery, for example, was founded
in 1891, eight years after the establishment of
the colony,2% The older cemeteries in Erets-
Istael were located in the traditional centers of
Jewish population, "the four holy cities" of Jeru
salem, Safed, Tiberias, and Hebron.

Prior to 1948 Jerusalem had two Jewish ceme-
teries. The more famous of the pair was the
hoary cemetery on the Mount of Olives overlooking
the city, which served not enly the permanent in=
habitants of Jerusalem but also Jews from all
over the world who came to Erets-Israel in their
old age with the intention of securing a last
resting piace in that particularly hallowed spot
of ground. The Mount of Olives cemetery was di-
vided up into sectiens under the carc of the var-
ious burial societies, each generally serving a
particular community of Jews.

The second cemetery, which has graves going
back to the 18th cemtury if not earlier, was
known as the Samboski cemotery and is located an
the southern siope of Mownt Ziom. Most of the
people who were buried there were poor Sephardi
Jews whose families were without the mesns to pay
for the funeral. During the period of Jordanian
rule (1948-1967), both cemeteries suffered extem-
sive damage, some of which has subsequently been
repaired,

The Jewish cemetery in Safed has graves and
tosbstones going back to the 16th century; the
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i lation of Samaria thus acquired a mixed character. After the return from-
the captivity, therefore, which had, if possible, intensified the exclusive-
ness of the Jewish character, the contrast between Jews and Samaritans
was strongly marked. It was this spirit of jealous reserve which prompted
the Jews to decline the aid of the Samaritans in building the walls and
temple of Jerusalem, and as the Jews excluded them from all participation
in their worship, the breach continually widened. The Samaritans founded
a holy city and a sanctuary of their own (Nehem. ii. 10, 19) under the
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- ﬁﬂ&ship of a certain Sanballit. Mt. Gerizim was chosen for this pur-
~ pose and a temple was built there, probably not long after the time of
~ Nehemiah; the town of Shechem at its base thus rose in importance,
~ while Samaria declined. Conflicis frequently took place between the Jews
and the Samaritans. According to Josephus, the Temple on Mt. Gerizim,
which had stood for 200 years, was destroyed by John Hyrcanus. In the
b time of Pilate, an adventurer instigated a great insurrection among the Sa-
 maritans. A crowd of them arrayed themselves against Vespasian on
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John Wilson, The Lands of the Bible, vol. Il (1847), p. 61 - archive.org
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